Great Eastern Reel (Silver Spire)

Traditional
[Ryan's Mammoth Collection]
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Appears twice in Ryan's Mammoth Collection (1883) under this title and also as Bennett's Favorite.
The SS Great Eastern was an iron-hulled steamship built by Isambard Kingdom Brunel.

Powered by sails, paddle wheels and a screw propeller she was by far the largest ship ever built

at the time of her 1858 launch. Her length of 692 ft was surpassed only in 1899.

The tune is also known to Irish fiddlers as The Silver Spire (probably named in honor of the Empire State
Building), and was recorded in 1931 by Paddy Killoran and Paddy Sweeney. Other titles include

La Grondeuse (in Canada) and John Brennan's Reel.

Notated 16 October 2025 by J. Lamancusa
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