‘The Possum's Tail Is Bare

Melvin Wine 1994

[Digital Library of America]
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1. Squirrel's got a bushy tail, puffy grows the hair;
The old coon's tail is ringed all around but the possum's tail is bare.
Oh the possum's tail is bare, oh the possum's tail is bare.
The old coon's tail is ringed all around, but the possum's tail is bare.

2. Take your possum by the tail, then we skin him on a rail,
Never ever more will he be there, grinning at the moon.
Just grinning at the moon, just grinning at the moon;
Never ever more will he be there, grinning at the moon.

Alternate verse (Thomas Talley, 1922)
The gobbler's got a big fan tail, the partridge's tail is small;
The peacock's tail 's got great big eyes, but he don't see nothin' 'tall.
Oh the possum's tail is bare, oh the possum's tail is bare.
The old coon's tail is ringed all around, but the possum's tail is bare.

Note, the parts are notated here in reverse order from Melvin's 1994 recording.
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